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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / July 30

Under this legislation, Mollie Beattie’s name
will be forever associated with one of the most
wild and beautiful places on this planet, the
Brooks Range of Alaska’s Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge. It is entirely appropriate that we
honor Mollie in this way. She was a passionate
defender of our 508 National Wildlife Refuges,
the largest system of lands in the world dedi-
cated to wildlife conservation. She saw them
as places that must be appreciated and honored,
as places where we could begin to fulfill our
sacred trust as stewards of God’s creation. Mol-
lie worked tirelessly, even as her health was
failing, to keep these places wild for the benefit

of Americans today and for those who will follow
us.

I am deeply grateful to the Alaska delegation
for their leadership in introducing this legisla-
tion. I appreciate their willingness to commemo-
rate this wild and beautiful place forever to the
memory of Mollie Beattie.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 29, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1899, approved July 29, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–167.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development
July 29, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the requirements of 42 U.S.C.

3536, I transmit herewith the 30th Annual Re-

port of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, which covers calendar year 1994.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 29, 1996.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
July 30, 1996

The President. Good morning.
Q. Mr. President, what do you think of the

Israeli plan now to build new highways and
bridges into the occupied territories, the West
Bank and Golan Heights, consolidating their
control?

The President. The President just walked in
the door, and we’re going to start talking, and
I think that I’d rather wait to answer those
questions until the press conference. We’re
going to have a press conference after lunch,
and we’ll—I’ll be glad to answer your questions.

Welfare Reform
Q. [Inaudible]—the welfare reform bill that’s

coming out of conference, is it something you
can sign, Mr. President?

The President. I don’t know. I don’t know
what’s going to happen in the conference yet.
They’re working on the conference now, and
I’m going to wait and see what happens, what
comes out.

Q. I think you’re going to sign it because
you have used all the language of the opponents:
failed system, broken system.

The President. We have actually done some-
thing about it. Keep in mind that 75 percent
of the people on welfare today are under wel-
fare-to-work experiments. There are 1.3 million
fewer people on welfare today than there were
the day I took office. Child support is up 40
percent. There are a lot of things in the bill
I’d like to sign. I like the child care money.
I like the increased child support enforcement.
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